New tester strains of Salmonella typhimurium highly sensitive to mutagenic nitroarenes.
The nitroreductase and acetyltransferase genes of Salmonella typhimurium TA1538 have been cloned into pBR322. When transformed into TA1538 derivatives, these plasmids provided the basis for an extremely sensitive assay for the detection of mutagenic nitroarenes.